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Bethesda, Thurday,

Dear Francesca,

been answered socner had circumstances been more prokxpitious.
We enjoyed getting them and hearing how you are gettling along
in your new surroundin.s.

Gircumétances as far as 1 am concerned have been far from
proplt .cus, in fact although ostesibly I am writing in answer
to your two kind letters and to te .1 you of the fate of the &hothes
you left with me, I wonder if a strict search of my conscience
wouldn't reveal instead a ho: rid and merciless desire to back
you into a corner and tell you all my sympt-ms. A8 a matter of
fact you might be the perfect victim for an underhanded attack
of that sort because you're way down there in Rio and if I gave
you falir garming you could simply throw this letter away without
reading all the gory details, and in the meantime I would have
satisfied the urge to tell everybody how friphtful I feel.

Maybe 1834 better get right down tc the clothes now, as a
sportsmanlike gesture, and thus you will have read all the meat
of the letter without having to wade throu%h a single symptom. I
have dome absolutely nothing abocut the clothes since 1 last wrote
to you abocut them, and they are still with us iInstead of at the
Thrift 6hop where they belong. That 1s jJust one of the scores of
things that should have been done in the past month amd a half
and have not. Most of the thin.s concern the Kréags only, but
since this is your affeir, I'meubl{ sorry to have falled you.
It occurs to me right at this moment that perhaps Igd better
turn the clothes over to Jane Dawson, who has kindly of ferred to
help in any way possible. I hadn't thought about 1t before, but
now 1t seems a good idea.

wWhat's the aatter with the Scholarship announcements? I
expected t o see them in the latest F.S. Journal. 1 do hope they
didn't keep you walting all this tize for o.fliclai word, but since
your letters didn't ment ion any of f&cial word- or the scholarsnip
at all, for that matter, it appears likely that you hadn't had
any word. Mrs. Yhalmers mentioned some grave disagreement between
the comml tee and the Trustees of one of the funds ¢ ocnceming one
of the winneyrs- not Sheila, of ccurse. Ferhaps that could have
held them all up, I suppose.

Now I will begin on my symptoms, with grim détérmination.
My better nature hopes that by this time you are on the beach under
an umbrella reading a novel, but nothing will stop me from going on
abcut my sympboms. As the Hoovers must have told you, I am going to
have a baby i1n April, but 4+ am begining to hopre I won't live that
long. Or ratler wish, because other than feeling toc dreadful to
mention practically all the time I am disapointingly healthy. At first
I had the hope that I would perish of starvation due to losing
immediately everything I ate, but that prop was taken from under
me after a few weeks. Now I just want t® lose my breakfast, lunch
and dinmmer, but usually am unable to. I ¢cgn't smoke, drink, nor
chew tobacco. I can't even get near the people who do. All I can eat
is catmeal, and chicken and pot toes once a day. Ohtmeal elght to
ten times a day, which is too much, in case you were wondering.
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1 both logth snd love the stuff, bacause in splte of 1ts sticky
faults, 1t hss proved more e.fective thah all the sixty nine miracle
drugs with which the doctor and ths specilalists whose ald he has
enlisted have found listed in the pharmacopoeia. However, 1 shall
never eat oatmeal again, becjuse tie effect wears off In about an
hour and I have to have anctmer bowl, ready or not. I can't cook
excert for catmeal because of the dire effect of the sme.ls, with
the result that "auwence has been up witih hils srandmother for a
month or more znd father and Helen are down here acting as general
slaveys, pcor dears. The prospectlve infant and I will probaby end
up as non-smoking, non-drinking people whose only vice is the dope
hablt. This 1s because the only werthwhile thing the doctor hss
been able tc dc for me §s to provide the nembutal with whilch %0
eliminate four hours or so out of! the wmiddle of the day, which 18

a creat help as long as it lasts. Riding in cars is a disaster,
even walking over tén minutes or go  is a mlstake. I am sa fero=-
clously anti-social that Wi liam has told everyone of the kind friends
who of fered to do all possible Gt the only pcesible help 1s to
keep away from me, in person and by telephone. FPop, Helen, and
Wi.liam have to smaak out into the cold outdoors to have a clgarette
and I8ve been repaying their kindness with an unbroken serles of
gloomy looks, deep si%ences, ahd hasty retreats of an obvious
nature.

With the result thet I plan, in my next fncamatlion, to e
either a Prbtestant odd maid (of unimpeachable virtue) or else a

Cathocllic nun of un.sual ferver.

Due to my 1inablility to type for long at a time it 1s now
Saturdegy , Oct., 7, and I see by the papers that you are golng to
have Getullo with ycu. At least his present majorlity seems so
huge that it looks that way. I hope you like him.

Willliau: says he can take care of the clothes without bother-
ing Jane, so that might be better.

Excwe me for all these symptoms/ I remind myself of Mr.
Mof fitt and his operation, about which we heard all the detalls
several t¥imes. At least you have the comfort of knowing that
I won't write again until &all or most of the symptoms are gone
(which t ke doctor ha pplly predicts may be in enywhere from ane
month to six months) becawe typing makes me seaslick like just
about everything else you can mention.

We were so glad to hear that "Grandfather" has room for a
miniature garden. Give him xmour joint regards.

|

Affectionately, /’;\\\
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